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December 2020 

 

Until further notice, please worship with us on 
Saturday or Sunday via  

Drive-in Worship, Facebook or YouTube. 

December Hilites 
Second Sunday of Advent, December 6 

Third Sunday of Advent, December 13 

Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 20 

First day of winter, December 21 
January Newsletter Deadline, December 21 
Christmas Eve, December 24, 2020 
Parking Lot Worship 3:30p; 5:30p; 7:30p 
Christmas Day, December 25, 2020 

ANNOUNCING: 
“For unto us a son is born.” Yes, on November 20, 2020 at 8:26am 

AUGUSTINO JAMES NAUSIN 
was born to our very own Erin & Pastor Jeremy. 

A.J. weighed a whopping 10 pounds 11½ ounces. 

Special dates In January 
New Year’s Day, January 1, 2021 
Epiphany, January 6, 2021 
Baptism of the Lord, January 10, 2021 
Religious Freedom Day, January 16, 2021 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day, January 18, 2021 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity,  
 January 18-25, 2021 
Inauguration Day, January 20, 2021 
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Holy Spirit 
Lutheran Church 
6670 W. Cheyenne Avenue 
Las Vegas, NV 89108-4931 

(702) 645-1777  FAX (702) 645-8107 
E-Mail: info@holyspiritlasvegas.org 

Web site: 
http://www.holyspiritlasvegas.org 

ELCA: www.elca.org 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
INSIDE SUSPENDED UNTIL 

FURTHER NOTICE 
While COVID-19 procedures are in place 

Saturday Drive-in Worship 

 Traditional 3:30pm 

Sunday Drive-in Worship 

 Contemporary 10:30am 

OFFICE HOURS 
 Monday-Thursday 9am – 1:00pm 
 Friday 9am - 12:00pm 

CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor Jeremy Nausin 
Pastoral Intern Lourdes Olson 
Office Manager Loretta Block 
Bookkeeper/Youth Director 

 Kimberly Nickerson 
Custodian Maddie Thompson 
Groundskeeper Terry West 

Music Worship Leaders 
Contemporary Rick Arroyo 
Traditional  Steven Wright 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

Mark Myers, Pres 702 498-1901 
Cindy White, VP 702 243-5647 
Jim Cassidy, Sec’ty 630 388-8706 
Michele Anderson 702-540-0637 
Faye Bastarache 702-645-2497 
Karen Pettit 702-417-4607 
Janet Saterlie 702 658-8042 
Dick Moyer 702 610-9097 
Jeremiah Anderson Youth Rep 
Eileen Miers Recording Secretary 
Dean Chapman Treasurer 

Newsletter Staff 
Editor/Layout: 

Jackie Hopkey – 702 255-9042 
E-Mail: jackolynh@aol.com 

Proof: Ruth Ann Isaacs, Loretta Block 

 
 
Angels Corner 
We are all angels with 
only one wing.  We can 

only fly while embracing each other. 
—Luciano de Crescenzo 

Thanks… 
… to all who continue to keep our 
church in communication with each 
other… 
… to Pastoral Intern Lourdes and 
Pastor Marta Schmitt for leading our 
Saturday afternoon and Sunday 
morning parking lot worship services… 
… to Gwen Jolls, Children’s Ministry 
Team Leader and the Children’s 
Sunday school teachers: Edie Bush, 
Lynne Cavalieri, Judi Hempel, and 
Karen Pettit… 
… to Don Cleveland, Sandy Hughes, 
Lourdes Olson and Terry West for 
leading adult Bible Studies… 
… to Jackie Hopkey for editing our 
church newsletter “That’s the Spirit” to 
keep us all informed…and to those who 
contribute articles to our newsletter… 
… to Stuart and Michele (Anderson) 
Beck – for their technological 
knowledge and continued service to 
Holy Spirit – to keep our Parking Lot 
worship services going... 
… to Jan Myers for taking over 
scheduling the worship assistants at 
3:30p… 
… to all those who have continued to 
contribute their offerings through 
their bank, mail, dropped off at the 
office, or Pay Pal… 
… to Charlie & Norma Kesling for 
counting our offerings in November… 
…to Jeremiah Anderson, Michele 
Anderson, Tim Fox, Jan Myers, 
Mark Myers, Thaddeus Nance, and 
Kimberly Nickerson for stepping up to 
video edit our worship services for 
Facebook and YouTube…  
… to Cathy Adams, Jim & Patti 
Cassidy, Ruth Ann Isaacs, Sue 
Mayer, Ann Taylor and Mary West 
for helping out with LSSN’s Senior 
Meals… 
 

IT TAKES MANY HANDS  
WORKING TOGETHER 
TO DO GOD’S WORK 

 

 

 
 

Jo Jirousek 95 years old!! 12/4 
Bill Foreman 12/6 
Bob Nance 12/6/ 
Darren Cleveland 12/7/ 
Rebecca Cleveland 12/7 
Debbie Metzger 12/9 
Patti Cassidy 12/10 
Carol Hanisch 12/10 
Jill Chenicek 12/11 
Steve Saterlie 12/11 
Susan Hicks 12/14 
Randy Sims 12/14 
Naomi Nausin 12/15 
Andy Russo 12/15 
Victoria Toma 12/16 
Terry Winkel 12/17 
Mary Kay Lein 12/19 
MiKayla Bell 12/20 
Don Cleveland 12/22 
Charisma Hayden 12/22 
Carol Foreman 12/24 
Merna Mobley 12/26 
Carol Townsend 12/26 
Lori Bruley 12/28 
Dan Mayer 12/29 
 

Mike & Gwen Jolls 12/5/87 
Rich & Linda Cohn 12/5/98 
Ray & Devra Betts 12/9/72 
Jim & Judy Caison 12/9/75 
Bill & Carol Foreman 12/15/12 
Mike & Penni Alexander 12/18/89 
Stan & Mirium Tsui 12/22/84 

 

 

Bits ‘n’ Pieces 

DIRECTORY CHANGES 

Janet Burton 
5124 Valadez St. 

Las Vegas. NV  8914 
Janetburton1202@gmail.com 

 

Dove Tales, Birthday & Anniversaries 
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Pastor Jeremy Nausin

 
 
 
 
Waiting on God,  
With Each Other. 
 Then I heard the voice 
of the Lord saying, 
“Whom shall I send? 
And who will go for 
us?” And I said, “Here 
am I. Send me!” -Isaiah 6:8 

Grace and Peace to you from 
God our Creator, Jesus 
Christ our Savior, and the 
Holy Spirit our Advocate.  
Amen. 

This last month, I have had 
the opportunity to remotely 
attend many of my 
colleagues worship services.  
This has given me a chance 
to hear the Word preached, 
to be fed by the Living Word 
of God, and has also 
reminded me of one very 
important part of each of our 

lives that God has called us to remember.  God always 
sends someone. 

Listening to one of my fellow pastors preach on Isaiah 6, 
reminded me that we may have seasons of our life where 
we are seemingly waiting on God to act, to move us to the 
next season of life, to present us with a way forward.  And 
sometimes those seasons of waiting, are done with an 
incredibly deep desire to leave what we are currently in 
behind us.  Sometimes those seasons of waiting, are 
seasons of dread, where we are fearful of what will come 
next.  But regardless of what season of waiting we are in, 
there is one thing that God never waits for; to send 
someone in relationship with God’s people, to remind 
them that God is still God, and that God is still love.  

Isaiah is a prophet who is given the unthinkable task of 
telling a country that exile and devastation are on their 
way.  He is also the prophet called to remind the people 
that God is still sitting on God’s throne, and that God’s 
throne still sits over and above all earthly authority.  Yes, 
Isaiah is called to remind the people of Israel, that God is 
still in a loving relationship with God’s people no matter 
what the circumstances.  And while that all sounds well 
and good, doing the work of reminding people both of the 
coming devastation and God’s never-ending love, must 
have been a heartbreaking and difficult job to say the 
least.  And yet, in what normally would be a scene 
reserved for torture, Isaiah is prepared.  The seraph that 
is a part of God’s throne room, comes and places a 

burning coal on the lips of Isaiah.  For Isaiah feared it was 
the unclean lips of Israel, including his own, that was 
causing a rift in their relationship with God.  And here in 
this searing heat, God purifies and prepares Isaiah for the 
work ahead.  God cleanses the brokenness from him.  
Here God remolds Isaiah’s heart to be sent to those who 
need to hear the Good News that shall never be 
vanquished.  And it will be in the relationship of Isaiah with 
God’s people, that Israel will come to know that God has 
not left, God has not turned God’s face from them.  
Ultimately, God is with them still. 

What if we looked at the 
current time we are in as a 
time of preparation?  This 
current time of waiting for 
God to move us out of 
what we are in, and into a 
new season of life can be 
seen as a time of waiting 
that is also molding our 
hearts and purifying our 
lips to live into love for one 
another.  That through the 
difficult season of life that 
we are living through, we 
will come out with lips that 
have been prepared to tell 
others of God’s Good 
News:  God has not left.  God is still with us.  Love is still 
here.   

And in a time where all of us are stuck wondering what’s 
true and untrue, God is still bringing the truth of love into 
the world through the lives of those who love God.  For 
God always sends someone. 
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Council President 
 

John 3:16-17 NIV 
16 For God so loved the 
world that he gave his one 
and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world 
through him. 

n November 10, 2020, Governor Sisolak held a press 
conference in response to the escalating COVID 19 
infections in Nevada and across the nation.  The 

Governor asked that all individuals curtail outside activities 
and stay at home for at least the next 14 days in an attempt to 
slow the growing infection rate.   

As a result of the governor’s request, we contacted the 
Reopening Task Force to get their recommendation on 
whether it was safe in their opinion to continue the drive-in 
worship services.  The unanimous decision was that as long as 
we follow the protocols of requiring masks, maintaining social 
distancing, passing out bulletins and communion elements 
with tongs, and limiting personal contact, we are good to 
continue the drive-in worship services.  Here are some 
important items you should know: 
• COVID 19 infection rate continues to rise: On the day 
prior to the writing of this article, the Nevada new daily COVID 
19 infection rate soared to 1,906 with a 7-day average of 1,415.  
Both numbers exceed Nevada’s previous high new infection rate 
from July 19 of 1,348. 
• Meetings in the church restrictions: With the expected 
resurgence of the COVID 19 virus, we will continue the 
restriction of no meetings in our building until further notice.  The 
only individuals congregating in the church are those necessary to 
conduct the drive-in worship services.  Those individuals will 
follow the normal protocol of having their temperatures taken, 
wearing masks, and maintaining social distancing. 
• Weather issues with drive-in worship: We will continue to 
deal with adverse weather conditions to consistently conduct 
drive-in worship services on Saturday afternoon and Sunday 
morning.  Wind presents a challenge, but we will work through 
that.  The only weather that would make us cancel a worship 
service is rain.  With the exposed electrical equipment, rain would 
present too much of a risk to the worship leaders. 
• Drive-in worship service protocols:  When you arrive in 
the parking lot, we ask that all individuals in the vehicle put on 
masks when you open the window to pick up your bulletins and 
communion elements.  Once you are parked, all can remove your 

masks for the duration of the service as long as you remain in 
your vehicle.  We are no longer offering the option of worshiping 
outside your vehicle.  The only time anyone should leave your 
vehicles is if you need to use the restrooms.  In that case, please 
wear a mask while you are outside your vehicles and maintain 
social distancing.  Proceed to the restrooms and go back directly 
to your vehicles when finished with no detours.  These procedures 
will help us all to continue to provide a safe worship experience 
for all who attend.  Thank you. 
• Volunteers appreciated:  It is unimaginable how many 
volunteers it takes to provide our drive-in worship services.  Five 
individuals have bravely volunteered to be trained to set-up, 
monitor, and take-down the sound equipment.  Keep in mind, 
these individuals do not have previous experience in sound 
systems at all.  (Thank you, Stuart and Michele, for all of your 
time, training, and expertise).  We also still require schedulers, 
ushers, assisting ministers, parking directors, and of course our 
pastors.  Then, after the service five individuals have been trained 
to take turns editing the video for posting on line.  More sound 
volunteers are desperately needed for the Sunday morning 
service.  If you are willing to be trained please contact Loretta at 
the church office or me. 
• On-line worship services:  If you are unable to attend the 
drive-in worship service, on-line worship services are still 
available on YouTube and the Holy Spirit Lutheran Church 
Facebook page.  The drive-in worship services will be recorded 
over the weekend.  They will be edited on Sunday, and posted on-
line Monday by noon. 

As we enter into the Advent season, we truly need to 
focus on the celebration of the coming of God’s greatest give 
to mankind.  This most joyous time of the year can provide a 
respite from the challenges of 2020.  We can also celebrate the 
miracle of birth of A.J. Nausin.  Our prayers of thanksgiving 
go out to Erin, Pastor Jeremy and their family. 

Pastor Jeremy will return briefly on December 19 
through Christmas Eve to share in our Advent celebration.   
He will take the remainder of his paternity leave beginning on 
December 26 and return January 16, 2021.  We will offer three 
drive-in services on Christmas Eve, 3:30pm (family), 5:30pm 
(contemporary), and 7:30pm (traditional). 

We are so grateful for all the support that you have given 
to our congregation throughout this year.  We continue to be a 
vital and loving congregation even during these difficult times.  
You have adapted and overcome all obstacles that have been 
placed in your paths.  We can look at 2021 with excitement 
and high expectations as we eventually return to more normal 
times.  The skills that we have developed out of necessity with 
make us a stronger, more vital, closer-knit congregation, and 
will allow us to grow and expand our ministries.   
Have a blessed Christmas and very happy New Year. 
God bless you all. 

Yours in Christ, 

O

Mark Myers 
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Children’s Ministry 
 

The Learning Team is committed to support the faith journey of 
preschool to adults through Christian Education and Fellowship

 
Wishes for a joyful and blessed 
Christmas to all of you!  It is 
hard to believe it is already 
Advent and then Christmas and 
then the end of this very strange 
year.  I pray that you will all stay 
healthy as we continue to wear 
our masks, wash our hands 
compulsively and keep our 
distance until we get vaccinated 
for this COVID virus!   

Our Zoom Sunday School classes continue on and we Sunday 
School teachers are enjoying the opportunity to see and 
interact with our students.  At the time this newsletter was 
ready for print, worship time on Sunday was changed, 
therefore, Sunday School times will be changed to work 
around worship.  Teachers, parents/guardians will be 
advised of the new Sunday School time. 

We usually do some 
crafts in “in-person” 
Sunday School and 
with Zoom Sunday 
School that is a little 
difficult as children 
may not have the 
supplies needed for a 
specific craft.  So, in November our students received a 
special “Sunday School craft package” in the mail with two 
Thanksgiving crafts in it for them to do at home.   

We will also be sending a couple of Christmas crafts in the 
mail for the children to do that should arrive in time for 
Advent Sunday when we usually do craft-making during the 

Advent Breakfast.  Along with the Christmas crafts the 
Sunday School students will also receive their Winter Quarter 
Sunday School materials.  Sunday School students should all 
plan to begin using their new Winter 
Quarter materials on November 29, the 
first Sunday in Advent.   

Thanks to all the children and their 
parents/grandparents who have been 
assisting them log in to Zoom every week 
for Sunday School!   

Merry Christmas everyone! 
Blessings and love to you all,  

Gwen Jolls 

 

Congratulations to the following students who had Perfect 
Attendance in October 2020: 

PreK-2nd Grade 
Naomi Nausin 
Natalie Nausin 
3rd-6th Grades 

Dana Olson 
 
 

 
Fear not! 
On that first Christmas night, the angel said to the 

shepherds: “Do not be afraid” (Luke 2:10). What is there to 
fear from a baby? A baby is powerless, with no guile, no anger 
and no judgment, only needing from us without fearing we 
will not provide: simply trusting, and content to be resting in 
our arms. This is how God came. This is Christmas. This one 
child, and for a time, perhaps too brief, our fears are taken 
over by our love for this child, and he is able to change our 
hearts. … 

In Jesus, we are free to live life as fully and as joyfully as 
we will allow ourselves. For it is only we who hold ourselves 
back. God does not. For God has forgiven us in this baby and 
will not restrain us from living with sheer abandon, trusting in 
this gentle and gracious God, who keeps telling us: “Do not be 
afraid.” 

—Gary Westgard, At Break of Day 
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Small Groups
 

.

 
“What to do about Christmas in a 

Pandemic” caught my eye in a link from 
the Grand Canyon Synod weekly 
newsletter.  I had been thinking about 
this as December approaches.  Growing 
up in a Baptist church, we didn’t 
emphasize Advent.  It was in my first 
year of teaching when my roommate 
introduced me to an Advent calendar.  I 
loved this way of keeping the kids 
focused on the coming of Christmas. 

Now as a 
Lutheran, I 
realize that 
Advent is not 
just the days of 
preparations 
for the big 
celebration.  
Advent is an 

important time of preparing our hearts for 
the arrival of God’s Son. 

 
 

When I clicked on the link 
mentioned above, it took me to the article 
of that title by Bishop James Hazelwood. 
He suggests some interesting ways to 
celebrate Advent.  He suggests having 
Stations of the Nativity.  Unfortunately, 
one idea that intrigued me is to have 
drive-though Stations of the Nativity 
including live actors reading or telling 
the scriptures.  We do have some adult-
size costumes and plenty of kid sizes.  On 
a simpler scale, but using the Stations of 
Nativity, he suggests using artwork and 
audio recordings of the scriptures.  These 
ideas have possibilities for future years.  

This idea could be implemented at 
home with the family finding the 
illustrations in old Christmas cards or 
creating their own.  Bishop Hazelwood 
suggests if you Google “Stations of the 
Nativity”, you can find resources to help 
you.  I found several listings, but it was 
easier to click the link in his article.  The 
resource I liked best is a booklet with 
beautiful artwork for 13 stations with the 
accompanying scripture reference. 

As with many of the customs we use 
in our homes, it is up to us women to  

 
 

decide and implement the plan for our 
celebrations.  I chuckled recently when 
we were watching “The Third Hour of 
Today” on channel 3.  Al Roker was not 
there, but the two women and one man 
were talking about what they were 
planning for entertainment on 
Thanksgiving Day.  Each woman shared 
what she planned for her family to do.  I 
don’t remember Craig’s exact words, but 
the gist of them were just lay around and 
relax.  He may have mentioned football. 
My thought was, “Yes, the activities are 
always up to the women.”  Not a 
complaint, just a 
thought.  So, women, 
what will your family 
do to celebrate Advent 
and Christmas during 
this pandemic?   

Stay well and 
remember we are 
Church together even 
though socially distant. 

Happy December , 

Judi Hempel 
702-586-1547 

storygirl1808@aol.com 
 

 
Nevada Partnership for 

Homeless Youth 

These times with the COVID 
pandemic are extremely difficult for the 
homeless youth in Las Vegas.  The drop-
in-center had to close except for handing 
out what the youth needed.  The youth 
have lost most of the social interacting 
support, although they still have the 
social workers to help them, and they are 
able to sometimes use Zoom to talk to 
them.   

They can no longer have the youth 
socializing with the public volunteers.  
The home-cooked meals which were 
provided and shared with them are gone.  
This has been a very important aspect for 
the youth as that is when they know 
people really care—that is gone for now.  
In the past, it has been good to sit and 
visit with them during the meal as Jesus 
did in the Bible.  When they trust you,  
they open up and share their story of why 
and how they became homeless.  

NPHY has been holding the third 
annual End Youth Homelessness Summit 
where a panel of homeless youth, a 
UNLV professor and a moderator share 
what the youth are going through and the 
specific problems brought on by the 
COVID crisis.  To learn more about it go 
to NPHY.org/Summit20, where you can 
hear straight from the youth. 

 
We still want to support the youth 

during the holidays.  The items they will 
need are warm coats, sweaters, hats, 
gloves, etc., for male and female in a 
variety of sizes.  We will also be filling 
the Independent Living Youth wish list.  
We will get the list out as soon as we 
receive it.   

Purchased items can be dropped off 
at the church 
office between 
9am and 1pm 
Monday through 
Friday. 

Thank you all 
for your support.  
Stay safe and 
GOD bless you 
all! 

 
Marcia Chapman 

W.I.T.S. 



December 2020 7  “That’s the Spirit” 

Community Outreach

 
 huge thank you to all who participated, packed, 
provided, dressed up and came to help give away our 
bags of hope!  We had 18 cars that drove through to 

receive their family bag of hope and distributed 48 bags to 
kids that day!   

On Saturday, we took the rest of the kiddie bags to Shade 
Tree and they were very happy to be able to give their kids 
something special on Halloween.  We saved some of the 
family bags for distribution to the homeless through the 
church office.  Also, at the Senior Meals drive-thru, all the 
Seniors received a family bag of Hope too!  Imagine the smile 
on their faces when they received an extra treat! 

Although it may not have been the event we planned for, 
or the specific group that we hoped to have, I have to believe 
that true outreach isn’t for us to determine how it’s 
received…that’s a God thing.  We are the hands to help make 
it happen . 

Check out the pictures below of a small sampling of the 
many donated items from our generous Holy Spirit family 
and a couple of the costumed helpers. Thanks for helping 
make it happen this year! 

Michele Anderson-Beck 
 

 
Christmas is almost here!  The 

ANGEL TREE has been placed in 
the church office and is available 
from 9am to 1pm for all to choose the 
name(s) of “angels” who are in need 
of our Holy Spirit generosity this 
Christmas.   

As time nears, if you need ideas 
for purchases, or have other questions, 
please call Judy Caison at 702 644-
6218, or email her at 
bambam849@aol.com.  

 
Here is your 
chance to get some 
beautiful Holy 
Spirit coffee cups 
and help Family 
Promise too! 

This 
challenging time has been exceptionally tough on the 
families within the Family Promise program – here’s a 
way to continue our support and care for our community.  

Purchase one of these coffee cups for a suggested 
donation of $20 or two for $30.  These are great Christmas 
gifts!  Available for purchase and pickup at the Holy Spirit 
office during office hours. 

 

A
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Maxwell’s Musings
 

  

 
 
 

“Bless us, Lord, this Christmas, 
with quietness of mind; teach us 
to be patient and always to be 
kind.” 

—Helen Steiner Rice 

ho ever thought we would have a 
year such as 2020 has been!  I have 
been one lonely little mouse 

without all the in-house church activity I 
have always relished.  I would also be 
remiss if I didn’t mention how much I 
miss all the FOOD activity usually found 
within these walls.  What would I have 
done without Loretta keeping a supply 
of snacks in the office for my little furry 
body’s nourishment?!   

Don’t give up hope, my friends, that 
this COVID-19 crisis will all be over one 
day, hopefully not too far in the future.  
Keep those prayers lifted, wear your 
masks when you must venture out, and 
WASH YOUR HANDS frequently. 

I am about to show you two pictures 
of awesome cuteness and adorableness!  I 
know you will agree.   

Charlie and Norma Kesling assured 
me these are pictures of a real baby, even 
if you might think it’s a life-like doll!  
They were excited, well, maybe a better 
word is delighted, to welcome their first 
great-great grandbaby this fall.  I know 
that’s true as I’ve witnessed Charlie 
pulling out his phone to share these 
precious pictures. 

Alizia Violet DeLeon is a very 
beautiful gift during these difficult times. 
Her parents live in Ohio, so it might be a 
while before they are able to meet this 
little bundle in person.  In the meantime, 
they enjoy looking at these treasured 
pictures. 

I wasn’t too surprised when Jimmy 
McDonald shared the following news, as 
he has many times supplied his poems, 
short stories, etc. with my readers.  

Many years ago, when Jimmy 
McDonald’s grandchildren were much 
smaller, he wrote a bed-time Bible story 
for each one of them.  They were stories 
from the Bible where he inserted his 
grandchildren and friends as characters to 
help with the narrative of the story. 

Jimmy says the Lord would come to 
him during the night and press upon his 
heart, that the characters were to be 
animals in the stories.  When Jimmy got 
up the next day, having no more 
information than the names and type of 
animal to write a story about, he would 
sit at his computer.  As he laid his fingers 
on the keyboard, the story literally typed 
itself.  Jimmy states these stories are 
100% God-inspired; he was just a vessel 
for Him.   

Nancy, his wonderful wife of 43 
years encouraged him to do something 
with the stories of their grandchildren, 
family and friends that were stashed 
away in a folder.  With much prayer and 
soul-searching, they decided to proceed 
with a small book, titled “PAPA’S 
BIBLE STORIES”, since his 
grandchildren call him Papa.   

 
They decided to go with a publisher 

of Christian books and the book will be 
available to the public December 10, 

2020 through Amazon, Barnes & Noble, 
Christian Books stores, and Kindle.  The 
illustration in the middle column is an 
image of the front cover of the book.  
The illustrator is a gifted artist who also 
happens to be Jimmy’s beautiful niece, 
Chez Stewart. 

If you are looking for a different 
type of gift, or a stocking stuffer, the gift 
of learning and teaching Bible Stories in 
a fun, humorous way, is now available to 
you.  

 
Thank you, Charlie and Norma, and 

Jimmy for sharing your news.  I 
welcome news from our readers.  Maybe 
you could recount how you are spending 
your “quarantining” days - trying new 
recipes, reading interesting books, taking 
up a new hobby?  Have you welcomed a 
new pet to your family, especially 
rescued pets that you could write about? 

I wish you all a very Merry 
Christmas – it may be on a smaller scale 
this year, with fewer family 
members/friends, but remember why 
there is a Christmas. 

Your friend, 
Maxwell 

W

Above is a depiction of the back cover 
of Jimmy’s book. 



December 2020 9 ‘That’s the Spirit” 

Prayers of the Church & Financials

 
Longing for 

Christ’s reign to 
come among us, 
we pray for the 
outpouring of 

God’s power on the church, the world, 
and all in need. 

Gracious God, you send from 
your abundance the people, talents, 
and resources needed for all the 
ministries of your church.  We give 
thanks for the work you have 
accomplished through your people, 
and we pray for your continued 
blessings in our ministry together. 

Bountiful God, you feed us 
through the richness of the land, 
water, sunlight, and ample crops. 
Bless all those who cultivate the land 
to bring forth its bounty, especially 
farmers and migrant workers 

Merciful God, you order our lives 
by your providence.  We give you 
thanks for laws, infrastructure, and 
leadership that structure and support 
our human endeavors.  Align our 
purposes with your own, that all our 
undertakings might bring you glory. 

Loving God, you open our hearts 
in compassion for one another.  We 

give you thanks 
for the care and 
healing received 
through the hands 
and feet of your 
servants.  Send us 
to love those 
most in need of 
your mercy, 
especially: Zoel 
Bastarache; Tim Beasley; Jim 
Caison; Marcia Chapman; Norma 
Kesling; Robin Holman; Olivia 
Hopkey; Rena Jordan; Susanne 
Klimek; Donna Lawhead; Bob 
Nance; Bev & Keith Quirk; Carol 
Rinta; Corey Schaefges; Mary 
Torstenson; Nancy Wier, and Mary 
Wonola. 

We pray for those homebound… 
Roy Cameron; Lillian Dilworth; 
Helen Geraci; Susan Hicks; Jo 
Jirousek; and June Wall…  

God of all grace, you give us 
everlasting life.  In love we recall your 
holy ones who now live in your 
undying light.  Please give peace to 
Charlie Kesling and all mourning the 
death of his two sisters-in-law: Phyliss 

and Rhoda.  In remembering, give us a 
foretaste of the feast to come. 

We also pray for Caison family 
friends, June Gokey and Jim 
Slaughter; Jenny Zweifel’s sister 
Robin and friend, Etta; Don Wittes’ 
niece, Ericka and her family; Sandy 
Hughes niece, Erin; Lolita 
Stapleton’s brother, Milton; Lauren 
Barnett’s friend, Edie; Loretta’s 
sister, Terry; for Jenny Knox’s 
sisters, Carmen & Vickie; for Betty 
Kovach’s son, Scott; for Janet 
Hayden’s granddaughter, Charisma; 
for Michele Stephenson’s daughter in 
law, Kelly; for Sandy Hughes’ sister, 
Mickey; for Howard Olson’s son, 
Jimmy Dean; Nancy McDonald’s 
father, Art; Cathy Adams’ family, 
Chris, Zoey and Stella; Dick 
Moyer’s 104 year old, past POW, 
friend, Vince Shank; Janet Zak’s 
grandson, Brandon; and Jimmy 
McDonald’s, brother, Johnny.  

Receive our prayers in the name 
of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that 
day when you gather all creation 
around your throne where you will 
reign forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Financial standings October 2020 Year-t0-date 

Ministry Program Income $  26,642.66 $300,113.03 
 

PPP Loan Funds Used  $  37,810.43 

Ministry Program Expenses $  33,849.62 $255,300.53 

Difference          $  - 7,206.96 
 

$  82,622.93 
 

Debt/Building Income $     3,546.50       $  35,211.50 
 

PPP Loan Funds Used        $    1,206.57 

Debt/Building Expenses $    6,193.00       $  61,930.00 
 

Difference $  - 2,646.50 $ -25,511.93 
 

NET INCOME $  - 9,853.46 $  57,111.00 
 

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS – through October, 2020 - $461 
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PARKING LOT WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
DECEMBER 2020  

DATES December 5/6  December 12/13 December 19/20 December 26/27  

Set up/ 
Tear Down/ 

Techs 

TIMES     

3:30pm 
Darin Franklin 
Janet Saterlie 

Mark Myers 
Darin Franklin 

Janet Saterlie 
Mark Myers 

Don Cleveland 
Janet Saterlie 

10:30am 
Stuart & Michele 

Beck 
Loretta Block 

Stuart & Michele 
Beck 

Don Cleveland 

Stuart & Michele 
Beck 

Loretta Block 

Stuart & Michele 
Beck 

Darin Franklin 

Video 
Editor(s)  Kimberly Nickerson 

Thaddeus Tim Fox Mark Myers Jan Myers 

      

3:30pm Jan Myers Jan Myers 
Jay & Eileen 

Miers 
Jan Myers 

10:30am 
Jim & Patti 

Cassidy 
Kris Bechtold 

Peggy Kennedy 
Bob & JoAnn  

Nance 
Jane Seum 

Loretta Block 
      

Assisting 
Minister 

 

3:30pm Mark Myers N/A Darin Franklin Judi Hempel 

10:30am Sandy Hughes N/A Ruth Ann Isaacs Jenny Klimek 

      

Parking Lot 
Directors 

 

3:30pm Scott Pratt 
Cindy White 
Jan Myers 

Scott Pratt Scott Pratt 

10:30am 
Dick Moyer 
Terry West 

Dick Moyer 
Terry West 

Dick Moyer 
Terry West 

Dick Moyer 
Terry West 

  
     

DECEMBER LESSONS (subject to change) 
December 5/6 2nd Weekend of Advent Isaiah 40:1-11; 2 Peter 3:8-15a; Mark 1:1-8 
December 12/13 3rd Weekend of Advent Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24;  
  John 1:6-8, 19-28 
December 19/20 4th Weekend of Advent 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Romans 16:25-27;  
  Luke 1:26-38  
December 24 Christmas Eve  Isaiah 9:2-7; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-20 
December 26/27 1st Weekend of Christmas Isaiah 61:10 – 62:3; Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:22-40 
 

WORSHIP COORDINATORS: 3:30 Jan Myers/702 498-1902  10:30 Church Office/702 645-1777 
 



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4 5

10a ZOOM 11:30a Senior Meals 11:30a Senior Meals 11:30a Senior Meals 3:30p Parking Lot
   Army of One 7p ZOOM Bible   Worship Service
11:30a Senior Meals    Study w/Sandy

6 7 8 9 10 11 12
9a ZOOM Adult 11:30a Senior Meals 10a ZOOM 11:30a Senior Meals 11:30a Senior Meals 11:30a Senior Meals 3:30p Parking Lot
  Sunday School    Army of One 7p ZOOM Bible   Worship Service
10:30a Parking Lot 11:30a Senior Meals    Study w/Sandy
  Worship Service 11:30a ZOOM
Children Sunday School   Executive Committee

time to be announced

      

2nd Sunday of Advent

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

9a ZOOM Adult 11:30a Senior Meals 10a ZOOM 10a ZOOM Bible 11:30a Senior Meals 11:30a Senior Meals 3:30p Parking Lot
  Sunday School    Army of One    Study w/Lourdes 7p ZOOM Bible   Worship Service
10:30a Parking Lot 11:30a Senior Meals 11:30a Senior Meals    Study w/Sandy
  Worship Service 6:30p ZOOM Church
Children Sunday School   Council

time to be announced

3rd Sunday of Advent

20 21 22 23 24 25 26
9a ZOOM Adult 11:30a Senior Meals 11:30a Senior Meals 11:30a Senior Meals CHRISTMAS EVE MERRY 3:30p Parking Lot
  Sunday School JANUARY Parking Lot Worship CHRISTMAS   Worship Service
10:30a Parking Lot NEWSLETTER 3:30p; 5:30p; 7:30p Office Closed
  Worship Service DEADLINE
Children Sunday School

time to be announced

4th Sunday of Advent

27 28 29 30 31
9a ZOOM Adult 11:30a Senior Meals 11:30a Senior Meals 11:30a Senior Meals NEW YEAR'S EVE
  Sunday School
10:30a Parking Lot
  Worship Service

-Neal A. Maxwell

 

"That's the Spirit""Each of us is an innkeeper who decides if there is room for Jesus."
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EASY WHITE CHICKEN CHILI 

With the days finally turning cooler, thoughts turn to soups, chowders and chilis. 
Below is a simple recipe sure to tickle your palate. 

30 minutes to make and serves 6. 
 1 pound lean ground chicken 
 1 medium onion, chopped 
 2 cans (15 ounces each) cannellini beans, rinsed and drained 
 1 can (4 ounces) chopped green chiles 
 1 teaspoon ground cumin 
 1/2 teaspoon dried oregano 
 1/4 teaspoon pepper 
 1 can (14-1/2 ounces) reduced-sodium chicken broth 
Optional toppings: Reduced-fat sour cream, shredded cheddar cheese, and chopped fresh cilantro 

In a large saucepan, cook chicken and onion over medium-high heat until chicken is no longer pink, 6-8 
minutes, breaking up chicken into crumbles. 
Pour 1 can of beans in a small bowl and mash slightly. Stir mashed beans, remaining can of beans, chiles, 
seasonings, and broth into chicken mixture; bring to a boil. Reduce heat; simmer, covered, until flavors are 
blended, 12-15 minutes. Serve with toppings as desired. Freeze option: Freeze cooled chili in freezer 
containers. To use, partially thaw in refrigerator overnight. Heat through in a saucepan, stirring occasionally; 
add broth if necessary. 

 

Food for the Spirit 
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